
 

 

Step-by-Step Guide to Planning Your Dream Pool 

A Comprehensive Guide to creating a luxury garden at affordable prices! 

 

Step 1: Define Your Vision 

Why This Step is Important: 

Your pool should be a reflection of your lifestyle and preferences. Start by asking yourself: 

• What’s the primary purpose of the pool? (Relaxation, exercise, entertaining, family 

fun?) 

• What’s your design style? (modern, rustic, tropical?) 

• Do you envision special features like waterfalls, lighting, or a spa? 

Pro Tip: 

Create a mood board with pictures of pools, colour schemes, and landscaping ideas to help 

guide your choices. 

 

Step 2: Set a Budget 

Key Points to Consider: 

• Construction costs: Understand the range based on size, materials, and features. 

• Ongoing expenses: Maintenance, heating, cleaning, and utilities. 

• Extras: Furniture, landscaping, and pool accessories. 

Pro Tip: 

Always add a 10-15% buffer for unexpected expenses. 

 

Step 3: Choose the Right Location 

Factors to Evaluate: 



• Sunlight exposure: Position your pool where it gets ample sun. 

• Privacy: Consider fencing, landscaping, or location relative to your home. 

• Soil and grading: Ensure the ground can support the pool’s structure. 

Pro Tip: 

Check with your local municipality for zoning restrictions or setback requirements before 

finalising the location. 

 

Step 4: Pick the Perfect Pool Type 

Popular Pool Types: 

• Inground Pools: Durable and customisable, available in concrete, vinyl, or fibreglass. 

• Above-Ground Pools: Budget-friendly and quicker to install. 

• Infinity Pools: Luxurious option for properties with a view. 

Pro Tip: 

Think long-term. While some options may be less expensive upfront, they may require more 

maintenance or have shorter lifespans. 

 

Step 5: Design and Features 

Customisable Options: 

• Shape and size (rectangular, freeform, geometric) 

• Features: Swim-up bars, water slides, tanning ledges, or heating systems 

• Lighting: LED or fibre-optic lights for nighttime ambiance 

Pro Tip: 

Work with a designer or use 3D software to visualise your pool before construction begins. 

 

Step 6: Select the Right Contractor 

What to Look For: 

• Experience and reviews 

• Portfolio of previous projects 

• Proper licensing and insurance 

Pro Tip: 

Get at least three quotes, and don’t just pick the lowest bid—focus on value and reputation. 

 

https://www.mypooldirect.co.uk/fibreglass-swimming-pools/
https://roundpools.co.uk/


Step 7: Plan for Landscaping and Surroundings 

Important Considerations: 

• Hardscaping: Decking materials like concrete, pavers, or wood. 

• Greenery: Plants, trees, and shrubs that complement your pool. 

• Outdoor living: Think about lounge areas, pergolas, or outdoor kitchens. 

Pro Tip: 

Choose low-maintenance, pool-friendly plants that don’t shed excessively or attract pests. 

 

Step 8: Understand Permits and Timelines 

Don’t Skip This Step: 

• Research permits required in your area for pool construction. 

• Create a realistic timeline with your contractor, accounting for weather and inspection 

delays. 

Pro Tip: 

Starting the permitting process early can save you weeks or even months of waiting. 

 

Step 9: Prepare for Maintenance 

Key Maintenance Tasks: 

• Water treatment: Balancing pH levels and adding chemicals. 

• Equipment care: Cleaning filters and checking pumps. 

• Seasonal upkeep: Winterising or prepping for summer. 

Pro Tip: 

Consider investing in automated systems like robotic cleaners or smart pool monitors. 

 

Step 10: Enjoy and Customise Over Time 

Ways to Enhance Your Pool Experience: 

• Host pool parties or quiet relaxation days. 

• Add upgrades later, like fire pits or outdoor speakers. 

• Keep exploring new trends and ideas for your garden oasis. 

https://www.mypooldirect.co.uk/how-to-winterise-your-fibreglass-pool/
https://www.mypooldirect.co.uk/more-accessories/


Pro Tip: 

Your pool is a long-term investment—make adjustments over time to keep it fresh and 

aligned with your lifestyle. 

 

Final Checklist 

Before breaking ground, ensure: 

     A finalised design and budget 

     Contractor agreements signed 

     Necessary permits approved 

     Landscaping and furniture plans in place 

 

Ready to Start? 

Download this guide and use it as your roadmap to planning your dream pool. With careful 

planning and execution, you’ll soon be enjoying your own slice of paradise! 


